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Nationial Transporé Comaiission. -
.Act No. 37 of 1991 - = .

[Certzﬁed on 17th September 19'91]

L. D—O /90 I _' "'--.

AN ACT.TO PROVIDE FOR. 'THE Esmsmsrmmur OF A NATIONAL
TRANSPOR’I‘ CoOMMISSION- TO ADVISE THE ° “(FOVERNMENT ON

;"/‘ THE NATIONAL POLICY RELATING TO~PASSENGER TRANSPORTA=

TION -BY OMNIBUS AND THE | TMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH,
_ POLICY ; TO PROVIDE FOR:THE REORGANISATION OF PASSENGER -
TRANSPORT BY OMNIBUS IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR; TO PROVIDE
FOR FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR CERTAIN PASSENGER ' TRANSPORT
SERVICES ; TO REPEAL THE PRIVATE OMNIBUS :SERVICES ACT;-
NO. 44 oF 1983, To AMEND THE MoToR TRAFFIC Agr (CHAPTER
203) ,AND TO PROVIDE FOR MATTERS CONNECTED xmr:nswrrs
OR i[NCJI\ENTAL THERETO.

WHEREAS it 1s the pohcy of the Government of Sti P.teamble S

Lanka—-— '

!

‘:1;\

(a) that the 'ownership and ‘operation of- serv:ces relatmg
to~ passenger transport by -omnibus shall be vested
ity e ﬁrﬁ'atg Bebtop, afid xio' State tnsti
ro Council.or I “Tiocal Authority or any
Wl;i;;;; 4 .State, a" Provincial
‘ ;gLocalg -‘,Aqthority holdso shares shalt
.acqu1re in whole or in part, \ownerahip or control of
.-any body. provmdmg such semces and- that where
‘the. ‘State now owns or holds any -interest in any

such body it shall ...Jvest 1tse1f of such iriterest as

;

expedltlously as pract1cab1e 1

(b) to promote the development: of services relatmg to

passenger transport by omnibus of sufficient quan-
tity - -and. quality to meet the needs: of ‘the ‘public,

and to. promote the equ1tab1e dlstnbutlon of such .

services throughout Sri Lanka :

(c) .to prov1de for -the operatlon of adequate services

relating to passenger transport by' ommbus on::

socxally necessary but unremuneratlve routes,
Q.

- (d) to ensure healthy competltlon between Pri viders oi" )

such serwces. IR oL

. NOW, therefore, be it enacted by the Parhament of tne

Democratic Somahst Repubhc of Sr1 Lanka as follows t—
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National Transport Commission
Act, No. 37 of 1991

1. This Act may be cited as the National Transport
Commission Act, No. 37 of 1991, and shall core into opéra-
tion on such date (hereinafter referred to as the “ appointed

date”), as the Minister may appoint by Order published in
the ‘Gazette. - '

PART I

ESTABLISHMENT, POWERS AND FuNCTIONS OF THE NATIONAL

TRANSPORT COMMISSION

2. (1) There shall be established;, a Comlngssidn which
shall be called the National Transport Commiksion (here-
inafter in this Act referred to as the “ Commission ) which
shall consist of the persons who are for the time being

members of the Commission under section 3.

{2) The Commission shall in’ the name assigrlled to it by
subsection (1) be a body corporate with perpetual succes-
sion and a common seal and may sue and belsued in its

corporate name,
T

3. (1) The C-':bmmission shall consist of—
(a) three ex oﬁ’zcw members, namely—
(i) a senior officer of the Ministry of the Minister, -

not below the rank of a Senior Assistant
. Secretary appointed by such Minister ;

(ii) a senior officer of the Ministr;;; of the Minister

in charge of the subject of Policyl Planning,
not below the rank of a Director appointed
by the Minister in consultation| with the
Minister in charge of the subject1 of Policy
Planning ; '

(iii) a senior officer of the Ministry of thl_e Minister

in charge of the subject of Fihance, not
below the rank of a Director appiointed by
the Minister in consultation with the Minis-
ter in charge of the subject of ’Finénce; and

(b) five other members appointed by the Minister with

the approval of the Cabinet of Ministe:ers from
among persons who have had experience or have
gualifications or shown capacity, in the| fields of
~ transport, economics, medicine, admi’nistlration or
engineering. A member appointed under this para-
graph is hereinafter referred to as an “appointed

member ”,

1y
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'(2) A person shall be disqualified from being appointed
or from continuing as a member of the Commission if he 1is
or becomes a Member of Parhament or a Member of a Pro-
vincial Couneil.

(3) Where a member of the Commission is by reason of
illness, infirmity or absence from Sri Lanka temporarily
unable to perform the duties of his office, the Minister may
having regard to the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section appoint another person to act in his place..

(4) The Minister may without assigning any reason
therefor remove any member of the Commission from office.
The removal of any member of the Commission shall not be
called in question in any court.

(5) A member of the Commission may resign from the
Commission by a letter addressed to the Minister.

(6) Subject to the provisions of subsections (4) and (6)
the term of office of the appoinfed members of the Com--
migsion shall b.e three years :

Provided that an appointed member of the Commission
appointed in place of a member who resigns or {s removed or
otherwise vacates office, shall, unless he earlier resigns
or is removed or otherwise vacates office, hold office for
the unexpired part of the term of ofﬁce of the member
whom he succeeds. '

(7) Any appointed ﬁaember of the Commission vacating
office by effluxion of time shall be eligible for reappoint-
ment., ‘

(8) (a) The Minister shall appoint a Chairman of the
Commlssmn from among the members of the Comumission.

(b) The Chairman. .may resign from the office of Chair- .
_ man by a'letter addressed to the Minister.

(¢) The Minister may without assigning any reason

‘therefor remove the Chairman from office and such removal

shall not be questloned in any Court.

(d) Subject to the provisions of paragraphs (b) and (c)
of this subsection, the term of office of the Chairman, shall
be his period of membership in the Commission.

2D 013972 (91/07)
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*(9) The Commission may delegate to the Chairman any or
all of the powers conferred to Imposed on or assigned to the
Commission by this Act other than the power, conferred on
the Commission by this subsection. ’

4. (1) The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the
Commission at which he is present. In the absence of _the
Chairman from any meeting of the Commission the mem-
bers present at the meeting shall choose from among
themselves a Chairman for that meeting. ’

(2) The quorum for any meeting of the Commission shall -

be five,

(8) The Chairman at any meeting of the Commission shall
have in addition to his vote, a casting vote,

(4) Subject to the other provisions of this'Act and any
regulation-made thereunder, the Commission may regulate

the procedure in regard to its meetings and .thqI transaction -
{

of ‘business at such meetings.

5, No Act or proceeding of the Commission shall be in-

valid by reason only of the existence of a vacancy among its
members or any defect.in the dppointment of |any of its
members.

6. All or any of the members of the Commission may be

paid such remuneration as may be determined by the Minis-
ter with the concurrence of the Minister in charge of the
subject of Finance.

7. (1) The seal of the Commission shall be in the custody:

gf the Chairman,

(2) The seal of the Commission may be-altered in such
manner as may be determined by the Commission.

(3) The Seal of the Commission shall not be affixed to any

instrument or document except in the presence of two mem-
bers of the Commission both of whom shall sign jlthe instru-
ment or document in token of their presence. |

8. The functions of the Commission shall be ’cl advise. to
the Government on the national policy relating to passenger
transport services by omnibuses, and having regard to such
policy— ' o '

(@) to monitor the availability of omnibus services of an

‘acceptaple quality to meet the passenger| transport
needs of the public and to determine the minimum
levels at which such. services shall be maintained;

.i’a“_ P
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Act, No, 37 of 1991

(b) to'specify the conditions subject fo i}vhich an Autho-
rized Person may issue or renéw a passenger service
. bermit or other authority authorizing the use of an

omnib_iz_s for the carriage of passengers at separate
fares; ’ i

(c) to monitor ang enforce subject to the provisions . of

any written law, the compliance by permit holders
. % with the conditions of passenger service permits
issued to them under this Act or by  Authorized
’ Persons; _ ‘ : )

(d) to prescribe the form in which, liassenger ‘service per-
mits may be issued by an Authorized Person;

R e .
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€f) to specify the documents relating to vehidle fitness,

' ~ passenger carrying capacity and driver fitness and

other evidence that shall be produced to an Autho-

' rized Person by an applicant for a passenger service
permit; . s

i

(g) to'require holders of passenger service permits issued

by. an’Authorized Person to furnish to the Commis-

-ston  such returns and information as may be

hecessary for the Commission to exercise and dis-
charge its powers and functions under this Act ;

(k) to liaise with Government Departments,. institutions
’ and Authorized Persons, in respect of omnibus sera
vices required by such Departments, and Instity-

tions including— ' ’ :

(i) carriage of mail; and

\(;'i)’ the provision of school services on concessi~
‘ onary rates, for school children and for stu-
dents of Universities, Technical Institutions

- and other similar Institution ;. .

(i) to grant passengef_service permits for omnibus ser-
vices in the specified area; ’

(J) to ensure the provision of omnibus services on un-
remunerative routes, by entering, after the conside-
~ ration of competing bids, into contracts with persons
for the’provision of those services and where neces-

National Transport Commission b
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sary, providing financial support to persons provi-
ding such services and to specify the fares that may
be charged by such persons having lregard to the
nature of the services provided;

(k) to enter into agreements with any person for the
provision of inter-provincial omnibus services and

to issue passenger carriage Permifs in  respect
thereof ;

(1) to provide managerial expertise and assistance to
Authorized Persons, and any other assistance or ad-
vice that may be required by Authorized Persons
for the proper discharge of their functions relating
to the provision of omnibus services;

(m) to arrange for the carriage of goods on omnibuses.

v ey
O

9. The Commission may exercise all or any 6 the follow-

(a) to acquire, hold, take or give on lease or hire, mozt-
gage, pledge and sell or otherwise dispose of, any
movable or immovable property;

(b) to employ such officers and servants as may be neces-

sary for carrying out the work of the Commission ; -

(¢) to do anything for the purpose of advan?ing the skill
of officers and servants employed by |’che Commis-
sion; |

(d) to establish a provident fund for the officers and ser-
vants of the Commission; '

* AY
(e) to provide welfare and recreational facilities for the

officers and servants of the Commission;

.{f) to enter into and perform, directly or through any

officer or agent authorized in that behalf, all such
contracts as may be necessary for the discharge pf

the functions and the exercise of the powers of the
Commission; !

(9) to make rules in relation to the officers and servants

of the Commission including their allppointment,
promotion, remuneration, disciplinary control, con-
duct and the grant of leave to them;

{1
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12, (1) Where any immovable property is required
to be acquired for the purposes of the Comrmission and the

Minister, by Order published in the Gaze:tte, approves of
the proposed acquisition, that property shall be deemed to
be required for a public purpose and may| accordingly be
acquired compulsorily under the Land Acquisition Act and
be transferred to the Comrnission,

.

(2) Any sum payable for the acquisition ;of any immova-

ble property under the Land Acquisition] Act for the
Commission shall be paid by the Commission.

13. (1) Where any immeovable property| of the State is
required for the purposes of. the Commission such purpose
shall be deemed to be a purpose for whichTa special grant
or lease of such property may be made under section 6 of
the State Lands Ordinance, and accordhgl;lr the provisions
of that Ordinance shall apply to a special érmt or lease of
such property to the Commission. ‘ '

(2) Where any movable property of tﬂhe State s
required for the purposes of the Cormmission the Minister
may, by Order published in the Gazette, {transfer to and
vest in, the Commission the possession and use -of - that
property,

14. (1) At the request of the Commissio any officer in
the public service may, with the consent of that officer and
inister in charge

s may be determined by the Commission with like consent,

or with like consent be permanently appointed to such
staff, ’

(2) Where any public officer is temporérily ‘appointed
to the staff of the Commission—

(a) if, at the time of his temporary appointment to the
staft of the Commission, his substaintive post in
the public service was a post declared to be
pensionable under the Minutes on Pensions—

(i) he-shall while in the employ of [the Commision
be deemed fo have been absel:!lt from duty in

" the public service on leave granted without
salary on grounds of public policy: and
accordingly section 10 (1) of}those Minutes
shall apply to him; and




o '-.(ii)- .inaresp'ec'.t,-of }ﬁm‘thé Cb{rﬁnissiqh * shall bay
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oL of thie subjédt of Fihante } and

’ (b)' if; -af,,ﬂie time of hig f:empox"é.ty zippo'intmient to the

- o .-'Staif: of the C_‘ommis'siox';, he was a contributor to

- PUTposeof that Ordinance] e deéméd to be servise.

. continue to pay- 1o the Public Service Providént

A ¥ear out of the funds.of the Commission - to the

to the gpbfppgi;qte‘accqqnt giquthe;-~Pﬁbﬁc Service
. Provident Fund, 4 -sum, eduivalent ‘o such contri-

._~°
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-staff of the- Comifﬁsgibn, his substantive post in, the
®  public service was a pqst'dééléregi to be pensiona-
. blé-under-the Minutes on Pensions—"-. .

=7 G he shiall b Sigible’ o Sich dn cward under

+ those Minutes as might have: Heen made to
“him if he had-been retired fromthe public

seivice'on.the. date - of this permanent

L N N;ztigv_zgl_ :.TJ'azzsp__a‘nt Commzsszon K
P Act, Wo.37 of 1991 |

RTAN - . out of the funds of the Comniission to the. -

which he i in the " employ of the Cormmis. -

+ to. the-.Government, and.:aceordingly he . shall, = -
‘while he is in the -employ. < of . the’ Commission, -

" Fund such contributions as hé may be ]iabI'e.u.i‘zdgri_ '
. thz_lj:.._()rdipanqg to: pay, and.in. réspect ‘of *him the
.Commission. shall pay-at the closé of each financial . -

Deputy S'gar;retafy to the Treasury.to be credited °

.. bution as. the Goyernment g lisble to pay to the. _
- Publje ﬁervi&g@tg’ﬁdghf Fund.in respect of him, .
‘e -~'(:§) .méré"-én}' 9ub‘ﬁc ofﬁ'c‘ér:ji;s':spé'n'paiiénﬂy-é’f’ppainted.
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(ii) the amount of any such award|made’ under

* “those Minutes shall not belpaid to hiw

unless his employment in the staff of the
RS -Comm:ssmn is termmated by retirement on c

£~ . ' & _account of age or ill health or{by the aboli-
+~ tion of ‘the post held by him i 1n such staff or . .

oo on uny other ground approved by -the ~
. "+ {. Minister in chdrge of the’ sub]ect of Public g

Admm1strat10n and

" (i) in the e\}ent of his death while in the employ . ',dg
- of the Commission, such. an award as might
 have been -made in respect of him. under

those Mmutes if he had died | immediately
before his permanent appomtment to the.
‘staff of the Commission- may “be made in
respect of hxm, and -

=~ -

(c) if, at the time of his permanent appointment to the
staff of the Comxmssmn he was a contributor® to
the Public Service Provident Fund eistabhshed by

‘the Public Sexrvice Provident Fund Ordinance, he

shall for the purpose of that Ordmanc’:e be deemed

-to have-left the service of the Government upon

the -determination of his_contract with the consent
" of the Government otherwise than by dismissal.

i~

(4) Where the Comnussmn employs a person who has
entered into a contract with the Government by which he
has agreed to serve the Government for a specified penod

"any period of service to the Commission by |that person
shall be regarded as service to the Govemment for “the
purp()se of dischargmg the obhgatmns of such- contract

Officers 15. All officers and servants of the Commission shall be

gggrants deemed to be public ‘servants within the meaning and for
of the ° ’

Cormission the purposes of the Penal Code
deemed fo . L s

be public : -

B Lo
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(b) dIsaIIOW the appeal R - o

3

J(3) Every Authorlsed Person .shall comp]y w1ih any ‘

direction 1ssued to him under subsectlon (2).

" (4) Where. an Authorxzed Person fails to comply w1th e

any direction.issued- to, him under subsecetion (2),

Com:mssmn shall forthmth report such fallure to the Pre-_

sident. R oD e

5

20, (11 _W_Tleré the cpmmiss;oﬁ is séﬁsﬁéd thiat the . hol-

der of a passenger service permit issued by an Aithorized
Person has acted in contravention: of the conditions’ sub-

-jecb to which such permit was granted, it may, on its own |

motion and after aﬁordmg such holder an opportumty to

.- show" cause as to why such permit should not be cancelled :
" or suspended cancel or suspend such. permit for a|spemﬁed
‘perlod The Comm1ssmn shall communicate ‘its decisioir to-
- the holder of ‘the permit together with, the reasons there-

for with a copy of such decisxon to the AuthonzedPerson :

grantmg such permit,’,

(2) Any ‘person aggrxeved by the decision of the|Commis
sion cancelling or suspending’ under subsection, (1), of”a

'passenger service pernnt may appeal ‘against. such]decxslon
to the Secretary to- the Ministry of the Muuster, .within -’

fourteen days of ‘the date on which such decmon was com-’
mumcated to hxm. : .

(3) The Secretary may on an appeal made to h1m undev
subsechon (2)-—-,. o

(a) allow the.appeal and d1rect the Commzssmnlto annul'

the declslon ‘of:- cancellatxon or. suspension ;| of

(b) disallow the appeal and conﬁrm the - decxs:,on of- ther

Commlssmn

21, From and after the appomted date no person shall .
use an ommbus for the carnage of passengers at separate )

fares- within ‘the ‘specified atea except ‘under the authonty

"of a passenger- service permit granted by the Comm.lsswn

and :Eor the 1:1me bemg in fOrce

A
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. 22. A passenger service permit granted under section 24 Passengez . !
shall entitie the ‘holder thereof to use an ominjbus of ermits.
‘Which he is the registered owner ‘for the carriage of pag~ ﬂecfgéig; o
- sengers on such route or Toutés as aré specified in, such per S
“mit, in accordapce with the conidtions attachied. thereto.

. 28 () Every application for a_passeniger service: permit .&gpﬂfg; .
‘under section 24 shall be made. by the registered-owner of pagx;enxer
the ominibus in.respect of which. ‘the application-igs made servng
to the Commissjon in such form as may be prescribed. porm!

:.(2) Every- applicant for g passenger service.permit shall,
. gether with hisapplication ‘made under ‘subsection’” (1),
submit a statément in' such form as may be prescribed
- c.onl' L8 8 g-.- . '. ' - -
{a) particulars of "tile- route oi' Toutés on whiéh it is pré-
‘posed to use such omnibus for the carriage of pas-
sengers at separate fares; L . .
(b)’ such other partictlars ‘as the Commission may
' require for the burpose of exercising its discretion
\"- under’ section 24.- .
‘24, Upon recéipt of an a'pplicaﬁén for a: passenger service - o?isggﬁg
_ permit, the Comm’jssiqxi may having regard to the demand tidns-fg‘: )
- for omnibus se’rvices'by'_th'e public, on the route or routes. p TR
applied for in-the application, ‘either.grant or if if is satis- Cen i
fied that the grant of such permit-would result in the.over: o
., allocation of omnibus capacity on the route applied for- '
rgfusé ,fo,gi'ant a passenger s,eririce' permit®’ " .
" 25. (1) No. passerigér service permltsha]l be gra.ntedby g&rgiog}:; *
the Commission to any person. under section 24 except ' Passenger
. ‘upon the payment: by such. person to the Commjés'ioni*‘c:)f_ m@ il
. stch féc as may" be . prescribed. - L R ,;:’;‘m,:
e T o P e
“{2) Every - passenger . service permit ~granted: -under: RERE
*  section 24 shall- A : SRR LA ot i '
(@ be In the Breserthé form s ang T o ’
*(b) unlésé it is cancelledearlier, bs n foice for ; sugh:
. "% 'period not less than one ‘year. and not moie''than:
FT . Hitee Years, as mady b spectfisd o stich pétpit,” >
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26, . Every passenger service permlt granted under sectzon .

24. shall: have attached: thereto-'all ‘siich’conditions as may

" be: determmed by the-Comrhission- for sécuting the safety

and:convenience of the publlc Such condltmns may mcludé
-conditions requiring— - .

--(a) that the ommbus 4ised under the aut hdrify, of ‘the

permit shall be.operated on-siich route or routes
- as'gre spec:.ﬁed in the perrmt and

Wlth ‘the time tablé spec1ﬁed therein ;
- (b) that copies of the time table and the Efare ‘tablé shalk

.“be .carried and, kept exhibited m the- omnlbus»

. used under. the authority of the perrmt

(c) that the ‘omnibus used. under the authonty of ‘the
permit shall be maintained at all ﬁmes in a fit ard_
semceable condmon ;

(d) that the reqmrements of any written law Wlth res-

of" ommbuses may remain contmuously on duty
and to their hOLIlS of work or rest and. to their
wages are complied ‘with, in the case of the-driver

' and conductor of the ommibus used under the
authority of the pemut

2’? ‘The. Commxssion may, at the tnne of |the grant of &

. passénger Service petmit undeér séction 24, specn‘:y thereit, '

by reference to its-distinctive number-and such other ‘par-

ticulars-as. it may consider necessary; thel _omnibus the'

uge of which is authorued by the permlt

26. No passenger serv1ce perrmt grantad unider sectmn 24
to any person shall be transferable to any other ~ person,

~and accordmgly any such transfer sha.ll be null and 'V01d

20, (L) The holder of a paSsenger service perxmt gran‘ted

" under section 24 shall, within thirty.days of any change in:

the particulars. stated in. his application for 2 - passeriger
serivice permit, inform the . Comlmssmn -in. writihg ‘of such

. change

(2) Where the’ Comxmssmn is; sabsﬁed, that the hqlder of

a passenger service permit has. failed or negleoted to- prowde

" the-omnibus seiviee: He is’ authorised to provide by such
permit;] for.a. contmuoqs periad of thirty dayS, ‘the, Comamis- -

sion Inay, after affording,. such holder .an’ opporf;umty of

‘being heatd;. cancel such permit.

in accordante .

- pect to the time for which. drivers| or conductors
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. 30. (1) The Commission may subject . to subsectlon (2) ?ﬁ;@?ﬁ,{- -
and havmg regard to the -availdbility of adequadte omnibus _

semces to meet the demand for ommbus services on the :

route ¢ or routes. covered by -any passenger service perm1t' ' ,
granted ‘under section 24 Tenew such permit, on apphcatxon '
made to ‘it by the holder of such permit for. such penod

'not less than one year and not more than three years cal-

culated from the date of expiry of the permit.

(2) The Commission may refiise to rénew any passenger
service permit granted under section 24 if it appears {o the
_Gomzmsron that the holder of such permlt—-

(a) has not observed the prowswns of thzs Act or any ‘ )
- regulations made thereunder,

(b) has been convicted of any offence under thJs Act or |
any regulahons made thereunder ;

v (¢) has not paid the prescnbed fee for the renewal of
= the perniit, e

31. (1). The Commlsswn may cancél any passenger Ser- - Canv fiation
vice permit granted. under sectiow 24. or renewed under OF verddit
sectlon 30 if it is satisfied that the holder of the permit--

(u) has contravened any of the provrsions of th:s Act or
any regulation ‘made thereunder

~ (b) has not complied with any direction issued to him

RN A TR

under this Act
“{c) has fmmshe& in any apphcatlon or return ‘or in any
_ written information or writfen’ expTanahon sent: by
B .
: * him under this’' Act, any pamwlars which to his
k- . knowledge are false or incorrect ; or
: - (d) has failed: 45 comply wx'th any of the ' cbﬁdifibns B e
‘ atia@ﬁ%"&‘%’% Wﬁ&ﬁ: o

(2) The: eancellatron of’ a perzmt under subsecnon (1)
shall not ‘take effect iitil the tzme for appealmg against
the dedision ¢f the Corfumssron has éxpired of ‘if an appea‘l
- has been mide; until‘the dppéakis disposed of, -
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- 32..Where the Commission: decxdes to refuse the grant-or -

renewal of .a passenger service permlt or cancel .a passen-

ger service permit, 'it"shall communicate in writing to the

applicant ‘or the holder of the ‘permit, as the tase may ba,
its decision together with the reasons therefor.

33 (1) . The applicant-for, or the holder of, a ‘passenger

service perm1t who is aggrieved by a decision. of the Com-
mission— ~

(a) refusmg ‘the grant of a passenger serv;ce permit un
der section 24 or the renewal thereof under section
30 or

(b) cancelling a passenger service pernn‘t under section
31 ; or

(¢) imposing condmons subjett to which a perrmt is
: granted or proposéd to be granted,

N l may appeal against the decision to the Sec::etary to tHe

Ministry of the Minister within fourteen days of the date
on wh1ch such dec1s10n :s commumcated to him, L

2 The Seeretary may on any appeal under . subsecﬁon
(1) o

(o) allow the ap_peal ‘and dzrect the Comzmssxonl to grant

* of reriew the' paSsénger setvice pérndit vnth respect
. to which’ the appealfls ‘made;-

(b) disallow the appeal; or . &

L3

(c) direct the Commission to arifend the permii, or ‘to'
grant. the, permyit:in.. accord;ance with. hlsrdgeision '

. on such appeal. L .
(3) The Com:mss;,op. shall g:bm:ﬂy mthaany ﬁmechon ig-
sued to it under_ subsectmn (2)

. - Pl ; ..
. .84 The Comm1ssmn, shall issue 2 cerﬁﬁeate 1o -¢he- hol‘-
der of | every passenger-servicd: :-permit grantedsunder sece

tion 24; in respect of each omnibus . used . under the

. " authority. of, such-permit. The -hélder. of the: perr'n'xt shall

cause, each such certaﬁqa.tg #0,be dlsplaygdnn the- mndscn%;m

. of the omnibys.-to, W.hlch at; relatesqn Such-manner-fhat itds

clearly wszble -to~ any person. boardmg such @mmh&s.

-
.
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A
. . _ Act, No.:37 of 1991 " o
Lo ' PART III e
o ,  Fmance . - . .
35 (1) The‘.Comzhissiqn'shall:have its own Fund, . f;;;nd of
Commis-

(2) There shall be paid into the Fiund of the Commission— Con

(e) all such-sums-as may be voted from.time to time by
-Parliament for'the use of the Commission ;

-(b) all such sums as may be received by the Commission
In the exercise, discharge and performance of its -
powers, fundtions and duties under this Act. .

(3) There shall be paid out of the Fund of the-Commission
all such sums. as'are required-to defray any expenses in-
curred by the Commission in the exercise, discharge and
performance of its powers, functions and duties, urider this
Act and all such sums as are required by this Act, to bé paid
by the Commission, out.of the funds of the Commiissjon.. )
36. The financial year 6f the Commission shall be the Financigl -
calendar year. ' ) year.

37. The provisions, of Articlle 154 of the anstifuh'on shall  Audit,
of the Commission. :

apply -to the audit of the accounts

38. (1) The Commission may, with th
Minister, or inaccordance’ with the terms of any general powersof
authority given by him, botrow tem e Co
overdraft or-othérwisd, such sums as the Commission may
require for meeting its obligations or discharging its' fune-
tions under this Act:" o B .

. -Provided, that the aggregate of the.amounts: outstandihg
-, in respéct of :any temporary .Ioans‘raisqd'by'ﬁv'e-’Comm.ission
under this:subsection shall not:at any time efceed such surms
as may be determined by the Minister in. consultation with
. the Minister in charge of the Subject .of Finance; - :

(2)_ The Commission may, with the consent of the Minister
given with the concurrence of:the Mirister in charge: of the.
subject of. Finance, borrow’ money otherwise than by way

. of téiripora;'y loan under subsection (1) for all or any of the
. following purposes;— : ', . = :

(a) fhe ‘provision of working eapital ; *

e .consent: of the Borrowing ‘

porarily, by way of gop o .
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(0) the provrsmn of monegr for meetmg any expenses'

_incurred in connection with - .any pemanent “work

. or other thing," the. cost of{T w}nch 1s properly K

chargeableé to capltal

(c) redemptmn of any loan raised by- the Cormmssmn or

(d) any other purpose for which capital moneys aré

pr0per1y applicable,,. including the repayment of .
" any money temporarlly borrowed under subsectlon'

(1) . .
¢ (3) The- Comm,xssxon may, with the . consent. of the

Minister’ given with the ‘coh¢urrence of the Mrmster in -

charge- of the subJect of Fmance borrow money. for any
of the purposes mentioned-in subsection- (2) in any manner,
as.the Cormmsslon consxders fit in the. elrcumstances

0y

. PART IV
GENERAL

39. (1) The Commission may issue to any person to
whom'a passenger seérvice permit has - been granted or
renewed under this Act, or by an Authorised Person any
such directions as it may consider necessdty for the ptlzrpose
of makmg such person comply with the provisions .¢f this
Act or any regulations made’ thereunder -or. with any conc’ﬁ-
tion attached to such permit and it shall’be the duty of such
person to whom such directions afe -issued to comply with

.such -directions within such time. as shaJl be specified in '
L sur:h -directions. -

" (2) Any person authonzed _by the Comnnssmn mwntmg'

may at any time— "~ - ]

(a) enter. any ommbus used for carrymg passengers for.

the purpose of ascertammg Whether the use of such
.; omuibus-is. authorized: by .a.permit. gr,anted or
’ renewed under:this. Act-or: hyan Authorized Perso,n

or whither:the condltmnmaftached go. su/ch_pemut ;
or: any -directions- issued under subseétion (1) are .

being. comphed with, or whether thé prov:smns of
this Act-are being (ﬁomphed with ;- !

(b) require the- productmn by the dfiver of such omuibus,
. of the’ certificate 1ssued uhdey sectmn 34 or of any

01"

':.(c) take mto custody such cemﬁcate other document or'

copy thetreof:

other document granted n respect of’ that ommbus

i i

forwirns.

e
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Offences,- - o .

¥ 40.. Every person Who— _ _ o
$ (@) fails tp comply wifh any ‘diréct_ion_ issued o, or
e Tequirement” imposag 0B, - such person by the .
_ Lommissior i - .- o o .
. ) resists or obstrucls any’ person suthiorizéd in writing
' by the Commission in the éxefaise by such person
of any powers éon.f'érréd ob him by thig Act; :
: © {c) omits or 1".'éfuse3‘t.o furnish. any. return,- information - _
& - or written explanation when fequired to dé so by - - .,

& the Commission ; - . o :
f. @ furnishes any return, inforni'ati_gn or,writteh explanas
. ... tion to,the-Conunissjqxi _containi;ig.gixifqrmat_ion which
- .. .tohis knowledge is false.or ﬁzcor;ect‘._;‘. or -
. ¥ (e) -acts. iq,-coptra’ventipn'of any of the Provisions of this
: ) Act,'pr any regulgtion _ngadq th,ereund.er’,‘- '
- shall be guilty of an offence under. this-Act and shall on . :
. convietion after Summary trial before a-Magistrate be Liable - N .
. to-a fing Dot exceeding ten thousand, Tpees. or to-imprison.
ment for a period: not €xceeding ten years. . - . .
41. Where an offence undep this Act is committed by a Offences .
body of Pérsons, then— o . I by bodies .-

AT

TRy

. | functions and all'the circumstances, | _. . A
42,7 (1) ~No-action or p.rosecliﬁog‘shé}l ‘be Instituteq— Protee~  * ~

- {2) ggainst tfée'CommEsiéﬁ.=;er any-act, .which in- action,
. 8ood faith is done or. ‘prrported to be done -
by the-Commission under this'Act; or -

() against.any m'_énibér, officer’ ;'61_' 'seryént of the
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(2) Any.expenses ircurred by any such. person as i
referred to in subsection (1), in any action or prosecution
instituted against him in respect of any act which is done

or purported to be done by him. under this_A?pt or on. the
direction .of the Commission, shall be paid out; of the Fund
of the Commission, if the Court holds that suchiact was done

- in good faith.

43. If an Authorized Person fails to dischai"ge any funcs
tion assigned ta him by any written ~law relating to road

_ passenger transportation by omnibusor any ditection issued

to him under this- Act, the Commission ‘shall forthwith
report such failure to the President and may take appro«
priate action to ensure the wuninterrupted provision of

omnibus services in any area in respect of |'which those

o functions may be discharged.

44. (1) The Minister may miake regulations in respedt
of any matter required by this Act to be prescribed or in

- respect of which regulations ‘are authorized bly this Act {0

be made and in particular in respect of— .

(¢) the custody of permits issued under this {Act and their
production or return on cancellation or.expiration
or suspension ; and the ‘custody, production. and
return of certificates and plates;

(b) the plates and ‘marks {0 be carriecl’o’n omnibuses and
the manner in which they are to be‘ displayed ;

(c) the records to be kept by holders of such permits in
.xelation to the persons employed by|such holdets

“as drivers or.conductors of- omnibuses and to: the
times of the commencement and: cessation of work

by such persons and-the intervals of rest taken by

them ;- - . '
(d) the documents to be carried by drivers| of omnibuses
and the particulars to be entered -therein;
(¢) the records to be kept in Tespect of journeys performed
. by . oyanibuses ; S

(f) the preservation of. records so kept, 1;heI inspeétion. of
_such records.by a pérson authorized by the Commis-
sion.and the production for .the purposes of such
inspection .of ‘such records on- demand made by the
persons so authorized. '
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, ny SuCh berson as iy . . . . :
J action or Prosecution (2)-Every regulation made under subsection (1) shall bé

$NY act which is done ¥ . published in the Gazette and- shall 'come into operation on
i der this Act op on tHe § the date of such-publication Or on such later date ag may be
© paid out-of the Funq ' §  specified in the-regulation, v . '

u that such act was done

to dx:schzirge any funce ¥

-1 i 1Y . " "

or a‘.z:r T ‘?]zlsg t? road . ¥  .8as from the date of such disapproval but without prejudice
direction issged . %o any. thing previously done thereunder. '

ssion shall forthwity .
md may take appro- (%) The date on whick any regulation is deemed to be

1 pted provision of . so°Tescinded shall. be published in the Gazette, . L i
2eet of which thoge . ;. 45, Notwithstanding anything in the Companies Act, Winding up
Companies. |

[P e e it ot an o §

R Y

Vo

——————— i

guWlations i respect

be preseribed op 1 i winding up ofl such company if such company has failed to
lorized by this Act to i ; i

= a continuous period of three months or more, The provisions
- of Part IX of the Companies -Act, No. 17 of 982'-re1a'ting to

e

<cr this Act ang thefr : . P : , [ ; :
Tlation or.expiration i winding up of companies by.court shall, mutatis mutandis, _ :
s Productjon and apply to such winding up.. ) - . o
- . § 46 ) Where an Order is made under. section 2 of the Proviston ;
' omnibuses ang * Conversion of Public Coxpoi*e(tion_s or Government -Qvmed a};g:fﬁ ‘
> be displaye d',- : Busiﬁess'UnQertalgings into Public Companies, Act,.No. 23 Tranport
. of 1987, after the ‘appointed date, declaring that a ge%rgngind |
of such permity in . company has been incorporated to. take over the 'r;mrf o
by such holdetg , - functions of the Sri Lanka Central Transpory Board or any Bo .
Uuses and to- the ¥+ Regional Transport Board .or any’ Part of any such Board, N f
cessation of work 'y then Hotwithstanding anything to:the-conf;rgry in that Act— .
Of Test takey by , ‘ : (@) all Liabilities of the Board or such Habilitics: of the ~ !
) o .. Boaxd as relate to. the part referred o, in the Order |
s oF omnibusey ¥ oy o, and subsisting on the day Preceding ‘the date of ‘the :
herein; - - . Order shall ‘be hansfgiiegi_kb.gnd to bé deemed to :.
) . be, the lidbilities .of ‘the ‘State with' effect from the
urneyspelfqzme& . . ".da'te.o'f the Ol'd‘?-',f;-'--, . ., . :.
o ' (b) all contracts and agreements entered intg by the" ;
& Inspection of " . Board or such contracts or agreements of the Board .

by the Commis.
Poses of such
- Mmade by the

as relaterto the part’ referréd to’in the Ordet and

T Subsisting ont ‘the "day. precedinig the date of the

' U Ordéd shall Be deemed. t6 e’ contradts and agree-

i 'ﬁléhﬁf:‘éni:'éi;é&'iﬁtb'b’:‘sﬁ,'thé'-s'tété With- effect from
‘'the daté’of the Order.” ~ . .o

m—————
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(c) all act1ons or proceedings instituted: by or against the

. L
foe

" Board or such actions or proceedmgs métltuted by
or.against the Board.as relate to-the pa}‘t referred
to in the Order and pending: on the day, preceding

‘the date of the Order shall be deemed toibe actions -

or proceedings instituted by or against the State and’
may be carried on and compieted accor&mgly ;

(d) any decree or award relatmg to the payment of

1

money, entered or made by any Court or Txibunal

" in any-action or proceeding instituted by|or against

the’ Board or .in-any such, actions -or- proceedmgs

h mst:ltuted by or-against the Board. as relate to the

part veferred to in thé Order dnd remaining unsatis-
'fied 'on’ the day pregeding the daté’ of 1the Order
shall be deemed to be a deeree or award |e:n‘tered "or

-made_for or against the State and may be enforced

accordmgiy ;

(e) all immovable property used for the purposes of the

(2) Where an Order ‘has been made under sectiomr 2 of the -

_Board or used for the purposes of the part referred

to in the Order on.the day precedmg the date of
that Order shall vest in the State with-efféct from
the date of that. Order |

Conversion of Public Corporatlons or Government Owned
BuSmess Undertakings into Public Compames Act, No. 23
of 1087, before thé appointed date, declarmg that a..
company has been -incorporated to take |over thie
functions - of theSri- Lanka Central -Transport Board or
any Regional Transport Board'orahy part’ of. ]any such

‘Boéard; - thetr notmthstandmg anythlng 1o ‘the con‘trary dn

that Act—
(a) a]l habﬂ.lhes of the Board or sueh: ha‘bﬂltxes of the

(b) all “coritracts and: agmemenm entered mto by the .

Board asrelate to the part refexfed to in'the Order

" . and subisistibg on the day E:epedmg‘ 1hg date of the

Order shall be deemed to have been and 6 be trans-
ferred to the State w1th éffect from the da’te of th(.
Order :

rd

Board-or such-eéntracts.or: agreementsof ‘$he Board

- 35 relate-to the patt-veferred: to i the ~@rder and

" subsisting. -on* thé day preceding the-. date of the
. Order sha]l be deemed to be- centtacts~ and agree-
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- také  over ‘the

dspoit Béard or L )

7 of. ‘any. such
“he con’t;rary “vn -

|:-

ilitles of the

d fo in the Order , » i

thé date of the %q'
. md to’ be trans-
a the dete of the o

1 -into by the
s.of:the Board
He-Order and

the:.-date of the
tsvand agree-

T

o

Sock Uk i e, By

.any area falling ‘within a specified area and in force on the

- Bean ,»“, :
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ments entered.inta by the State 'Wl'Ch eifect from -
the- date of the Order.

(c) &all actions or proceedings mstltuted by ‘oL against
- 'the Board or.sitch. actions -or proceedings instituted
by or against the Board as relate to the part refer-
.red to in the Order and pending on-the day preced-

' ing the date of the Order shall bé deemed to have: -
been and to be actions or proceedmgs instituted by
or-against the State and- may be carned on and com-
..pleted accordingly ;

(d) any decree or award.relating to the payment of
-money, entered or made by any Court or Tribunal
in any actiof or proceeding instituted by or against
the Board or in any such actions or proceedings ins- . -
tituted by or against the Board as relate to the part ..
referred to in the Order and remaining. unsatisfied
on the day preceding the date of the Order shall be -
deemed to have been and to be a decree or award
entered or madefor or agamst the State and may
be enforced accordingly ; :
(a) all immovable property used for the purposes of the i
" -Board of used for the purposes of the part . .
referred to in the Order. on the day preceding the.
date of that Order shall be deemed to have been
“vested in the State with - eﬁect from the - date of
that Order, ’
(3) "The Private Omnibus Services Act, No. 44 of 1983 is
hereby repealed.
47. The Motor Traffic Act is amended in the manner set endment -
out in the Schedule-to this Act. .- to the A\g{tqr
"48. Every stage carriage service:permit granted under the: Tramitiom
Private Omnibus Services Act, No. 44 of 1983 in respect of provision, -

ddy preceding the appointed date, shall be deefned to be a
passenger service permit granted under section 24 ‘in respect
of the ﬂmtme "tioned area.,

| lloes. Wiy

b —
R L ton, ©
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2. - 7\Tatzonal T1 ansport Commt_sswn .
' Act,No. 37 of 1991 . b

-‘ “dual ptu'pose ivehicle” means a vehicle deslgned 1o carry '

- -2

“both passengers -and goods; - Tt

Mmster” means-the Minister appointed under Arhcle “ 5
‘of the:: Const:tutxon, ‘to whom. the zsub;ect of 'I‘rans- o
port is ass1gned t

omn;bus X means a motor coach reglstered as an om‘mbus S
. under: the Motor Traﬁic 'Act and, shall be dehmed to. - §
mcludea dual purpose vehlcle, . S §

“Peophsed Company” means a company formed under the _
ConVermon of Pibli¢ Corporatlons or Government ¢ E
. Qwned Busmess Undertalmngs into Pubhc Com-
e "pames Act, No 23 of. 1987 to talke ovar the
e .'functmns ‘or part of the functmns oﬂ thé Sl
o 'Lanka Central Transport Board or a Reglonal
Transport Board estabhshed under the. Transport
Board' Law No 119 of 19783' S .:

A
&
L

separate fare” means a payment made by a person ent1t- : 3
(. - lng him b, be carried asa passenger onan o;nnxbus' ) 3
"gpecxﬁed ;a.rea.” ineans .an area with respect to which g'
R there is no-person empoWered by Wwritten Jaw on the . - _~
. 'appomted date, %0 issue a passenger- servme permit "

_or-0 .othert authonty authorizing the. use Wlthm ‘sueh .. %

. area of an, omnibus for the camage of 'passengers ) 3

50, In the event of any mconsmtency betWeen the. Sm-‘.,

bala. and Tamil texts:of this Act the. .Sinhala text| shpll
prevaﬂ o _
' Co T .' :(Sec’_t’ioﬁ 4‘7)? :

Ammmmz's 7O mMoronTxurm Acr =

1 by the repeal of subsec’czon (8) of sectlon 2 of that Act v E

2Insect1on4ofthatAct—-«..‘ . .'..".'.

1. 2

* (1) by the repeal 'of paragraphs £aj. a.nd (b) of subsectlon‘. (1) . - R

- and the substxtutlon of the fol.lowmg paragraph therei'or —

“Aa) a passenger semce penmt granted under ’che'
. Namonal Transport Coxmmaswn Act, No. 37 of 1991
or other written liw; or¥, RS .

A




ot

. , i _ ‘tionaI .Transport- Commﬁﬁlon > Act, No.: 37 of
L 199‘1 or, .other wrztten Iaw- lt TN

' *the su'bs'tl:

461‘39 Y . i ' .

-sections'54 57 60, 61 and 64 of that Act
. ot the WOrds “at separate fares*’ o - P
- - Act for the words “ by an examiner or by a police” offtcer  of the.

_.words “by. an examiner, ,police officer or an oﬂ‘icer authonzed by

. "by a police officer” of the Words "'by' a pohce officer or by an oﬁi— :

.“Provisxon . 185. Where a conductor is carned on an omna’

'conductor 13 7 thé word e eptPRs” legibly: marked on gorie

Natzonal Transport Commzsmon B 25 '
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(2) by, the repeal of paragraphs (e)_and (b) of subsectxon @ .
. and the substitution: of. the 1oliowing paragraph ‘there- ,
for. \ - L '
i r .

() a passenger sefvice: permlt gr,ante'd. u’ der tﬁe Na~

‘.

:be repeal of subsectxon (1) of sechon 28 of thgt Act und
tut:on therefor of the;, followmg subsection:-q i

) “(1) No ommbus hcence shall be granted under this Pm .
except for, an omnibus the. registered .owner. of ‘which .is: e . .

»_.holder of ‘a passénger sérvice permit granted under the Naifonil .
Tx:inSport Commlssmn Act, No 37 of 1991 “or other written
-Iaw”’. .

’ 47 by ‘the repeal ot paragraph (d)-of. subsectxon () o£ sedﬂon :
30 of that Acb and the substltutmn therefor of the followmg para- )

3. by

Ny "(d) be accompamed by the hcence fee prescnbed under sec- -
) tlon 31"“ . :

-5. by the repeal of the proviso to p.arggraph (é) éf'subsegt_ion
1) of. sechon 37 of that Act, )

-

‘6. by the repeal of sectlons 46 to 51 (both mclusxve) and ot \

T by the substxtutmn in section’ 75 of that Act for the words
“for fee or reward” swherever .those. words occur in that Secﬁon A

.8 by the substitution in subsectmn (3) of sect:on 182 ot that . K '

%he Natlonal 'I‘ransport Commzssmn".

9 by the substxtution m Sed:lon 183 of that Act for the words

-~ .

<cer authorized by the National " 'I'ransporrt Commlssxon,”
"16.*" by the repeal of section 185 of-that Act and’ the substitu-

tion therefor of the foIIowmg new secﬁon'

where ‘4 bus used in any highway that conductor shall have

e
camr;.'ub%:'n conspxcuous part of his clothmg or wear ‘{8
X ., -- conspictious position a metal ° ‘ badge 'bearlng the
* " “yword ¢ emdoqm“md ” in legible wordn. oo

. 11, by the addxtlon at the end of sectlon 189 of t‘hat Aot of tb.e h ) .
.following aubsectlon. . .

R €] Nothing in-this section shall apply to a lorry uSed as a

- dual purpose vehicle for,the carriage of g0ods ahd, passengery *
undér the atithérity of a. permit !ssuéd under the National
Transport Commisslon Act, No. 87 of 1981, :




I I ]

¢ ‘ 26 National ".’i‘mnspbrf Coininission
: Act, No. 37 of 1991

: 12, ﬁ:y the repeal of sechons 239 239A and 239B of that Act. .

) co
. 13 in sectlon 240 of that Act— . '

- - (1) by the ‘insertion lmmedzately after the. deﬁmtlon of
g ) “motor vehicle” of the followmg definition .'

. . : o o Natxonal Transport " Commission ” means the
. . -: - . National Transport Commission established

* by the National Transport CommismonlAct SRR
. No. 37 of 1991, s .. o

0 T (@) by the repeal of the deﬁmt;on of “ominibis ”‘ -and:

. the ‘substitution of the followmg deﬁmatzon,
. o thel:efor — '

L, e ommbus » means a m.otor coach regxstered as
' an ‘omnibus.-and shall' be déemed ‘to mclude--
-a dual purpost vehicle;’; .

i} . . ,(3) by the repeal of \’the deﬁmtmns respectwely of'
Y ~ “Regional Transport Board” and “Sri Lanka
S © 7 Central Transport Board ". . S

5{,‘
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